Pointing signs in HKSL have undergone

a language change and have a new

function similar to uh in English...

More than a pointing: Pointing signh as an
interjective hesitator in Hong Kong Sign Language
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iii. Is the pointing direction
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METHODS DISCUSSION
1. 5x20mins conversational * Pragmaticization took place in HKSL.
data: 3 pairs of young * Pointing signs in HKSL have a new
native signers (~30yrs old) function: interjective hesitator. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
& 2 pairs of elderly signer * Direction of pointing interjective Thank Mr. Chu Kwan Ngai
(~60yrs old) hesitators are not fixed, but they Kenny and Ms. Xu Hong Sandy,
2. ldentified non-referential tend to avoid directions that would who provided judgments and
. L . . . comments on the signing
& non-locative pointing lead to misunderstanding or require

| | conversation.
signs by native signers strenuous wrist extension.




