“Communication mode”, as currently understood,
cannot reveal what types of language input are

most likely to yield language proficiency in DHH
children. The field needs an alternative construct.
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INTRODUCTION RESULTS: 6 fatal flaws in the construct prevent “communication mode” from revealing

Existing studies about “communication hat kind of early input optimizes language acquisition, regardless of any empirical data.
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“Communication mode” is not useful. The field needs a viable alternative construct that has the following features:
 Operational definition is almost entirely « Clear & consistent operational definition

unconstrained. » Cumulative history through at least infancy & toddlerhood

Poor operationalization may explain - Documents language access, not language exposure or language use

empirical results that appear to contlict. - Appropriately distinguishes natural sign languages from derived codes

Limits evidence-based guidance for hearing . pjstinguishes derived codes from one another

parents of DHH children, especially during

| Captures the distribution of a child’s access to different types of input
infancy & toddlerhood.

Grouping variables based on this multidimensional distribution (ideally data-driven).




