In studies of sign language narrative texts, small
changes in signing style can help signify changes
in role. The same elements of style determine
the overall mood and feeling of a text. They can
also mark a text as being poetry, narration, or
some other genre. | have found that these same
kinds of minute changes in style are used
frequently in Deaf song to differentiate sub-
genres and to create mood and effect. It is often
difficult to describe these small changes in a
meaningful and consistent way; however, | have

found that studies of dance and movement from

the early 1900s provide a useful rubric for
accurately describing these types of changes.
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ELEE i ed) and sighing styles in narratives, poetry and song.

Marked signing can be depicted as a deviation from the center on
any of these four dimensions: Time Space Weight Flow
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